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“For I Am Not Ashamed of The Gospel of Christ...Rom 1:16”

This verse was
central to the message that
Paul declared to the church
in Rome. It is the same
message that | proclaim in
the chapel on facility three
at R.J. Donovan prison. The
power of the gospel is still
saving and transforming the
lives of incarcerated men
regardless of their dreadful
past. It is the truth of the
gospel that sets these men in
blue free. We have seen a
tremendous outpouring of
God’s grace on the yard
with many coming to
Sunday services for the first
time.

We have a Wiccan
community of approxi-
mately 45 men on yard
three. They practice a form
of paganism which can
include witchcraft. On
Sunday Jan. 11, 2009, | was
approached by one of the
brothers in the chapel who
said that there was someone
outside who needed to talk
to me. John (not his real
name) was crying and
obviously distressed about
something. He told me that
a few days before he had
died on the operating table
while undergoing surgery.
Before he was revived he
said that he heard a loud

voice, “it’s not your time.”
John stated that he had died
twice before in 1994, but
had never heard this voice
speak to him. | immediately
invited him into the chapel
knowing that God’s word
would bring comfort to his
heart. He came and sat
down with David one of our
faithful volunteers.

Discerning the fear
in John’s voice David
shared with him and within
a few minutes John prayed
to receive Christ. It was
then that we learned that
John had been a Druid for
37 years and was currently
the Wiccan Priest on the
yard. He ended up leaving
the chapel minutes before
the service began stating
that he had some important
business that he had to take
care of. As he was leaving
the chapel he reached for
the Wiccan Pentagram that
hung around his neck
snapping the chain he threw
it into the trash.

The following
Sunday the Wiccan
Priestess, and second in
command in the Wiccan
community attended the
Sunday services. After
sitting through the first
service Jim (not his real

name) joined John who
came for the second service.
At the close of that service
Jim responded to the altar
call and gave his life to
Jesus. You can imagine all
of the excitement emanating
from the chapel after seeing
two leaders in the Wiccan
community come to Christ.
Well, on the
following Sunday a third
Wiccan/Odinist and former
Satanist since the age of
fourteen came to the
chapel for the first
time. JB (not his real
name) was raised
in a Christian
home by loving
adopted parents.
He said that he had drifted
far from God but was drawn
to the chapel this particular
day.

Click on the
picture for a
personal
message

He later told us that
it was the power of God’s
word and the tremendous
love that he felt from the
volunteers and brothers on
yard three that captured his
heart. He then said "Rog, |
was so far from God | didn’t
think I could ever find my
way back.” God is good and
greatly to be praised.

Pastor Roger
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“The Difference Inside” is published
in both a full-color multi-sensory
digital version located on our web-
site and a traditional printed ver-
sion. If you are reading the printed
newsletter and would like notice of
the when the new digital version is
available, please let us know. All
you need to do is email us at:
info@pastorstoprisoners.org with
the subject line “Add to email list”.
Then, you will find “The Difference
Inside” digital notice delivered to
your inbox rather than your mail-
box. You will be saving us printing
costs and postage — money better
spent on our ministry.

God is Great, All the Time!
Rod Stark, Ed.
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THE DIFFERENCE INSIDE

A few words from the founder..

| praise the Lord from whom all
blessings flow. | was asked by
one of our supporting churches,
“What are your dreams
and goals for this
year?” I'm sharing
some of my answers
so that you will know
how to pray more ef-
fectively for Pastors to
Prisoners and me.

With state approval, expansion is
more likely to succeed.

We praise God that He has
provided sufficient income,
and we can now apply to
the Evangelical Council of
Financial Accountability.
The accreditation of ECFA
is essential, as we reach
out to at least one more of
the 31 California State Pris-
ons by the end of 2009. Of
the 5 missionaries working
under the umbrella of PtP,
4 are still lacking 30 -60%
of their monthly quota.

The ECFA will give PtP
more credibility as we ex-
tend our fund raising efforts. This is
necessary to provide for both cur-
rent and future yard pastor’s needs,
and to eventually provide yard pas-
tors to every prison in California.

I celebrated my 75" birthday in
January, and realized that in this
day and age, many my age are still
going strong. However we do ur-
gently need younger people to
come alongside with the same vi-
sion and the ability to move us
ahead. | am praying that God will
supply these people.

Another important project we want

I have submitted a
“Program Profile” to
the CA. Dept. of Cor-
rections and Rehabili-
tation. My hope is that
it will get PtP statewide
recognition of the Yard
Pastor Program, and
the effectiveness we have had, as
we deal with the criminal’s lack of
moral values. Part of this recogni-
tion will be gained from a survey
of inmates who have been trans-
ferred from the R.J. Donovan to
other state prisons, who have
been ministered to by yard pas-
tors. | hope to interview both in-
mates and staff, to evaluate the
Biblical training they received
while at Donovan, and to docu-
ment the improvement in atti-
tudes and behavior that our pro-
gram of evangelism, role model-
ing and discipleship has fostered.

Pastor Jack Oien, Founder
and Yard Pastor
RJDCR San Diego

(Continued on page 3)

Yard pastor: Not Just another volunteer

By RJD Protestant Chaplain Bill Brown He is available to those who need

pastoral counseling. He listens, he
loves, he cares, he prays with and
for the man and his family,
whatever the crisis or need.

Volunteers come and go. They
preach, they teach, they
participate in a variety of
programs. But, Yard Pastors do

MUCH more. Prison can be a lonely place, and

frequently inmates struggle quietly
and privately with issues and
events from their past, and they
need someone they can trust to
just listen and provide wise
counsel.

The Yard Pastor is the person
who is “there”, available when
an inmate’s life goes wonky.
The Yard Pastor is the one who
every week provides inspiration
and leadership to the
congregation in the facility. He
is the pastor to inmates who
may have never had a pastor.

The Yard Pastor not only is pastor
to the inmates, he is a spiritual
(Continued on page 3)
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Centilla Prison Chaplain Steve Francis

Guest Editorial
It has been a great experience
seeing the men that attend our
chapels respond to the Lord
with enthusiasm and praise as
they have seen Jesus working
in the lives of others, and in
many cases, their own
lives. To tell the truth, I also
have grown in so many ways
as God has worked in their
lives.

Some of the hardest men |
have ever known have
softened under the Holy Spirits
persistent work of "conforming
them to the image of Christ."”

Yard Pastor Clyde is such a
blessing here. Each year his
value to the Lord and to me
grows as he continues to serve
here. 1 have said lately that I
had no idea when | was younger
how the Lord could use me to
impact others for Christ.

I now realize that it is with the
co-laborers that He has called
along side through Pastors to
Prisoners and the churches that
are sending, supporting and
praying for worker who minister
in Satan’s Play Pen.

Recently, some of the best of my
volunteers have been leaving or

Founder (Continued)

(Continued from page 2)

to complete this year, is the
filming of venues inside the
prison in order to complete
DVDs to present the PtP minis-
try to churches, businesses and
service clubs. To lower the
present rate that inmates re-

Yard Pastor Volunteer (continued)

(Continued from page 2)

leader for the volunteers who come to help with
the program. On a typical Sunday at Donovan
State prison we have 12 worship services in five
separate chapels. In addition, we have several
special programs like “The Urban Ministry
Institute” that provide in depth discipleship
education and training opportunities that are vital
for the spiritual growth and development of the
brothers. The many volunteers who participate in
these programs are important. But, the Yard
Pastor is the one who makes it all possible. The
Yard Pastors are the ones who help the chaplain
make the programs happen. They open the
chapels and work with custody staff to ensure that

inmates are released to attend.

blessing to me and our programs.

Chaplain Bill Brown

turn to prison (recidivism rate)
should be of great value and
concern to all segments of our
society. These DVDs will help us
graphically show the effects of
dealing with the moral issues of
crime while the criminal is still
incarcerated.

My hope and prayer is that we

telling me that they might leave
due to other opportunities. Often
these opportunities offer
financial support that has not
been available for them as they
minister here in the prisons.
Would you pray with me that, as
the Lord leads, each will follow
and His kingdom will be
advanced.

Pray that our Lord would grow
the ministry here with ordained
men who will be able to spend
full time hours to work the ups
and downs of life for our good
and God’s glory.

Chaplain Steve

complete all these projects this
year. Imagine the funds and
personnel it will take to reach
into all 33 California prisons.

Your prayers are invaluable
to accomplish these goals and
dreams.

Pastor Jack
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RJD Yard pastor August Hunter

ANSWERED PRAYER: Brother
Jackson was found suitable for
Parole. Brother Jackson is
awaiting his release by the
Governor by Christmas.

We prayed for Brewster to be
released and the Board denied
him 3 years, only to order a
new hearing less than 20 days
later. Our prayers were
answered. His hearing is now
April 1, 20009.

Brother Fryers relationship with
his daughter has been
restored. Tim was accepted to
Bible College. Byron got a new
attorney. Chaplain Brown had
a successful Evangelistic trip to
Uganda.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT:
Brother Martinez developed a
CD/DVDS Library for the
Chapel by writing letters to
ministries that donate. Brother
Greg has a package ministry
where he has his family
purchase quarterly packages
for indigent Brothers in the
Chapel.

DRAMATIC CHANGE: Because
of prayer and Bible studies on
the Yard, there has been peace
amongst the races. We have
not had any riots in the last
fifteen months. Support from
Staff for the Chapel out counts
has been exceptional.

PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION:
As a result of our Kairos
Weekend, Brother Mike who is a
former gang leader, rededicated
his life to Christ, and has been
faithful to attend all the services.
Mike’s presence in the Chapel
has inspired others to seek a
relationship with Christ. Mike
has a boldness and charm that
engages others to live a life of
faithfulness that

transcends Prison CUItUre pums ™™

with an attitude of
sincerity, and joy of
heart.

Brother Thomas '
rededicated his life, got
baptized in water, and
has set his heart on
pleasing God and
learning more about
Christ. That can only be
done through fellowship
and Bible Studies.
Thomas is a former
gang member that
enjoys my “no nonsense” style
of preaching that is self-
confrontational, causing the
hearer to confess his sins and
change his ways. Thomas said,
“I'm about to parole, and | need
to be a godly father to my kids”.

PAROLEES: Brother Richard was
finally paroled after 29 years.
He has made a successful
reentry with his Mom, Dad,

From the P2P Inbox & Mailbag gige me pack 1

The darkness...walking through
the midst of this emptiness one
becomes blind and numb. Wasted
time I mourn this night; it is this
darkness, this void wherein
thousands reside and yet alone
Yyou find yourself seeking that
which may light your path.
Unforgiving became my kingdom,
raising anger, rage and bitterness
towards all. Contrast to that, my
soul longed and desired for a
beam of light, just a spark of
truth to light my dark road and

became aware that
not only was this not much of a road
but a body of water in which I was
drowning. There was nothing around
but currents of that which stole my
soul. Gazing below into my hand, the
pain of realizing that which sank me
was unbearable, a rock.
One measly rock, a
stone which
dragged me further
down into the dark
waters. Why am I not
letting go? How do you let go of
that which you fell in love with? I

=)
(:;/cﬁ

daughter, and grandchildren.

Marcus, Franando, and Billy had
an amazing time at my wedding.

Yard Pastor Hunter

Ed. Note: Congratulations
Pastor Hunter! Pastors To
Prisoners is happy to
congratulate Pastor
August on his
wedding to his
_ beloved Sister
: Becky. It has been
a long time
#% coming. They
have been friends
for over five years
in ministry. Their
love is a blessing
to all who know
them, and an
inspiration for all
singles waiting on

Pastor August Hunter, Yard Pastor RIDCR @ godly mate as

they trust Christ
to provide the help mate of His
choice.

We celebrate August and Becky
and welcome her as a partner
with Pastors To Prisoners,
confident that their marriage will
touch countless as they have
touched the lives of our staff.

God bless the Hunter’s!!!

found solace in the gray but my
soul cried light. Slowly unclenching
my Fist the rock slipped out of my
hand and sank out of sight as 1
soared upward to breathe the air 1
had denied myself. Glory and
praise is always to The Almighty
whose hand is not shortened..and 1
am ever so grateful of His
servants Pastor Jack and Pastor
Roger who so faithfully come to
deliver His Word and plant His
seeds to those put in their paths.
A Fellow Slave of Christ,

Inmate Oscar G.
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RIJD Spanish Ministry Coordinator
Elena Hernandez

I have the privilege of
coordinating outside Spanish
speaking groups and bringing
them into Donovan every
weekend to minister on yards
2, 3 and 1. What a privilege it
is to see lives
responding to altar
calls and being
touched by the music,
by a word of hope, by
testimonies, prayers
and the Spirit of God.

The journey of an
inmate in prison is one
of loneliness and
suffering. In the book
“The Wounded
Healer”, by Henri J.M.
Nouwen, it says that
“A minister is not a doctor

Pastor Elena Hernandez,
Pastora Spanish Ministry

whose primary task is to take
away pain. Rather, he deepens
the pain to a level where it can
be shared.” This reminds me
of an inmate in yard 2 who
approached me desperately not
too long ago and
said, “Please pray for
me, my wife wants to
| leave me.” | put my
hand on his head,
prayed for him, and
thanked God for
listening to our
prayer. What I did is
bringing his level of
loneliness and
suffering to a level
that could be shared
and opened,
culminating with
prayer, which made him come

to liberation. Human
withdrawal is a very painful
and lonely process, because it
forces us to face directly our
own condition.

I acknowledge that in my own
strength | can not save
anyone, but with God’s help |
can offer myself as a guide to
lonely-fearful men in a painful
world of imprisonment..

I thank so much all volunteers
who take some of their
valuable time to bring a word
of hope, encouragement and
support to these incarcerated
men. We also thank you for
your financial support and for
your prayers.

Pastor Elena Hermanaez

Bits from the Board of Director’'s Meeting

Bill Brown discussed the
difference between a volunteer
and a yard pastor. (See separate
article in this newsletter) A Yard
Pastor is more than a chapel
volunteer. From the beginning
the standard was that a person
needs to be an ordained
minister.

Typically this requires both a
baccalaureate degree and a
seminary degree. When the
board members recognized
that very few of our volunteers
could meet this standard, the
standard was modified to

being licensed”.

At the same time Pastors to
Prisoners pursues relationships
with chaplains at other prisons
and the CDCR, and we seek to
have our “Yard Pastors”
recognized as religious
professionals. Without some
standard it will be a difficult
case to make.

Regularly the other chaplains at
RJD say of yard pastors: “he is
just a volunteer”. As Protestant
Chaplain, | see it differently,
and regularly say so.

<

require some formal
Bible/Theological
education and “being

T

| We need to work

| together to maintain and
advocate that Pastors to
| Prisoners Yard Pastors

N are more than a chapel

licensed to preach the A
gospel”. Then when this
became a barrier, the <

standard was changed
to say “or pursuing

The Holy Spirit is working behind
these fences and walls through P2P

< volunteer, and we
must maintain some

standard that supports our
claim that they are religious
professionals.

Roger has a grant form from
the San Diego County
Employees Charitable
Organization that offers money
to non-profit organization.

Jack and Joan to talk to
prospective new yard pastors
with whom they have contact.

PtP videos have been added to
YouTube. You can view the
videos by searching on prison
ministry, or our organization’s
name.

Pray for our
Yard Pastors
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Centinela yard pastor clyde huff

GOD ANSWERS PRAYER

A Russian inmate, we’ll call
him “V,” was excited about a
prayer God answered.

“V” is from Soviet Russia; he
learned English in prison
because the only Bible he had
was in English. He accepted
Christ after he was
imprisoned. His daughter was
in prison in Arizona and
through writing to her about
the Lord, she trusted Christ
as her Savior.

She was released from prison
and moved in with her
mother, grandmother and
younger brother who were
living in a one bedroom
apartment and had no

money. His
daughter needed
three hundred
dollars for a work
permit and had no
way to get the
money.

“V” wrote his
Christian Russian
friends about the
problem. A lady in
Sacramento
raised an

offering of $150 and sent it to
a friend in Los Angles. The
woman stopped by V’s house
to drop off the envelope
containing the gift, but did not
have time to stay and talk so
handed the daughter the
envelope and left. When his

The Word from inside

Inmates’ Kairos

comments
(Statements made at an open
mike the 2" evening of a 3-day
Kairos Program)

Best time | have ever spent...Our
emotions were opened up and
we shared love | never thought
possible...Amazing love was
shared...Never felt so much love
away from home...lI want to
change and this will help...1
wanted to try out something
new and it is working...This
changed my life; 1 have decided
to do something negative, |
have been encouraged not to...|
want to thank the Lord, this has
had a profound effect, I am
going to stop running from
Jesus...This was a good
experience and | praise God...l
ain’t used to being treated like

this, | praise God | got to
come...This is way different from
the Yard... There is a lot of
support in this Chapel, there
isn't a lot of love in prison...
Brothers, | give thanks, ask God
to continue to touch my heart...
This is something new and
good...Thank God that I have
been a member in this church
for 5 months, | am glad | was
able to experience God'’s love
these days...l1 ain’t been to
church for a long time, praise
God for using these people from
the street...Woke up this
morning, didn’t want to come.
Thank God | came anyway...
Thank God for this blessing. If |
wasn’t in prison 1 would not be
alive. now | am not only alive |
am saved... Thank God for free
people who love me... These
have been the best days of my
life in prison or out...I met the

Pastor Clyde Huff, Yard Pastor, Centinela

need, but they have
surrounded the family
with Christian love; they
travel long distances
to visit him, write to
him, and have given of their
resources. He told me he is
writing to over 15 Russian
Christians and sharing what
Christ has done for him.

In His service,

Rev. Clyde Huff

Walking with Christ, the handcuffs are
opened and our brothers and
Sisters are “Free on the Inside”

Lord when | was
I left the Lord, |
God is good, now all I want is to
serve the Lord Jesus from here
on. We are blessed to be here at
Donovan...Wonderful experience,
thank you for accepting me so |
could share the Love of God in
you...Thank you Lord, God chose
to be here these days...Let’s
carry what we learned today out
to encourage the yard...I have
not seen this love for a long
time, it has opened me up to
God’s love...We just don’t get the
love and acceptance that you
brought in to us...Been down a
long time, I've seen nothing like
this on the street or in prison.

All the inmate candidates shared
at the open mike. That is
miraculous in itself.
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Events for Prayer and Action Statistics to Date 2009
Mark your Calendar
Activity Conducted Attendance

e Sunday — Worship Services ) ) )
in Facilities 1, 3 & Min. Worship Services 33 70 per service

¢ Sunday Guest Ministries — .
2nd Sun Episcopal Svc Fac 1 Yd Pastor Sermons 33 40 per service
3rd Sun On The Move Prison
Ministries, Fac 2 Holy Communion 56 2240

¢ Sunday Catholic Mass — ) )
Facilities1, 3 and Minimum Bible Studies 42 20 per study

e Saturday — Spanish Services )
in Facilities 1-3 Pastoral Counseling 161

e Saturday — Apostolic Church Meetings
in Facilities 1-3 Conducted or 175

e April 4th— Board of Supervised
Directors Quarterly Meeting,
9am at Torrey Pines Baptisms 6 Praise the Lord!
Christian Church. All are
Welcome Time spend in

e September 1st — Submission Institution (330 1159 hours Thank you, Lord!
deadline for next issue of Vqunteers)
“The Difference Inside”

PASTORS TO PRISONERS NEWSLETTER

La Mesa, CA 91943-2757 distributed q_uarterly ona
shortfall basis.
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Helping broken people put the pieces together...

The last word by Pastor Jack

What We Do and How Far It
May Go?

| have often said, “Be
careful, you don’'t know what
the results of your actions will
be or how far they will travel.”
I am also answering the
question, “how are you?” by
saying, “l am blessed.”

My grandson Dustin,
recently joined the Air Force,
and about the second week of
his training | wrote him a
letter. | told him that he was
probably wondering what had
gotten into him for committing
to basic training. | told him a
story about the old farmer who
stood up in a southern
testimony meeting, and said,
“I'm so glad the Bible says, ‘It

Pastors to Prisoners
PO Box 4381
Chula Vista, CA 91909-4381

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Info@pastorstoprisoners.org

Visit us on the web at

came to pass,’ and sat down.
The preacher asked the farmer
to repeat what he had said. He
stood up again and repeated
what he had said before and sat
down. This happened several
times and finally the Pastor said,
“brother, we heard what you
said, now what do you mean?”
The old farmer stood again and
said, “lI am so glad the Bible
says, ‘It came to pass’ and does

not say, ‘It came to stay’”.

My grandson wrote back that
he had received the letter after a
particularly rough day and when
he read it, it really lifted his
spirits and so he shared it with
some of the other trainees, and
they also were encouraged. One
of them said that he hoped

Www.pastorstoprisoners.org

P.O. Box 4381 « Chula Vista, CA 91909-4381 « Ph: (619) 691-7720 « Fax: (619) 691-9132

RealJoy@cox.net « www.pastorstoprisoners.org

&

Dustin’s grandfather would
write again. Another asked
who his grandfather was.
Dustin told him, that he was
the president of Pastors to
Prisoners, and then he asked,
“What is his name?” Dustin told
him and the fellow brightened
up and said, “that man led me
to the Lord several years ago,
and that is keeping me out of
prison.” Dustin wrote that this
trainee was going to be a
Chaplain’s Assistant, and every
night after lights out, he would
get out his flash light and they
would have a Bible study
around his bunk.

So you see | can’t help it, |
am blessed and the blessing
has not stopped.

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Chula Vista, CA
Permit No. 194
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Helping broken people put their lives back together...
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